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N THE CLATMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. The claims, as currently pending in the 
application, Tead as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus having a cominunicarion function, 

comprising: 

first switching means for switching between first and second stand-b y 
communi cation modes i n a stand-by sla t e of the communication function : and 

second switching means for switching between first and second state 
c o mmunication modes for the communication functi o n, of the apparatus in accordance 
with the switching bv said first switching means: 

rernrninp mftfl- ns for responding to an inquiry about a state of said apparatus 
from another apparatus to which the apparatus is to be connected bv th e cnmrnnnfcatirvn 
function: 

execution means for executing a first process of notifying the inquiry from 
the another apparatus to sair l returni ng means, and for executing a second process of 
generating an inquiry about the state of said apparatus in place of the another apparatus, 
and for notifying the generated inquiry to said returning means: and 

process switching means for switching between the first process and the 
second process in accordance with the switching between communication modes bv said 
first switching means 

whe r ein switching by said fiisi switching means and switch i ng by said 
sec o nd switching means are performed in c o op er ation with each otliu . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
first and second state stand-by modes have different power consumptions p owe r s . 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
first and second communication modes have different power consumptions p owe r s . 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein whil e 
sw i tching by said sec o nd first switching means is p erf o rmed, switchiag by said fii g>t 
switdiiiife means is p e r fo r med operable to switch the communication mode when the 
apparatus starts a communication with the another apparatus bv usine the communication 
function . 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 s wherein when 
d i g ap p a r atus communicates with anoth e i appara t us by u&ing the communication function 
switching by said s econd switUunu mcajis ij> perfo r med is a wireless communication 
function . 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
communication function is a wirel es s coumiumcation fuiictiuu operable to realize 
communications in conformity with Bluetooth specifications . 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
first communication mode func t ion realizes commmiiia t ions in confo r mi t y with DluUuuth 
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specifications is an active mode of Bluetooth specifications and the second communication 
mode is one of a park mode, a sniff mode and a hold mode of the Bluetooth specifications . 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 5 i 3 wherein the 
first second communication mode is an active mode of Blue to oth specifications and th e 
sec o nd communication mode is one of a park mode, a Miiff mode and a h o ld mode of t he 
Bluetooth specification s a low power consumption mode for reducing power at a 
communication unit, and said second process is executed during the low power 
consumption mode at said communication unit . 

9. The apparatus according to claim 1, furthe r c o mprising. 

returning means for lelurning a response to a r equest f ro m another appa r atus 
to be connected by using the commuiiiLdliou function, and 

uiui^s switching means foi selec t ively executing a first piocess of 
notifying the r equest f r om the ot her appara t us to said mtuiiiiiig means and a second pr o c ess 
of not i fying the reques t t o t he returning means for the othei appaia t uv 

wher e i n said process swi t ching means switches botwecn die fi r st and second 
pr ocesses in i espouse t o switching by said sec o nd switching means wherein said second 
communication mode is a first low power consumption mode for reducing power at a 
communication unit, and said second state mode is a second low power consumption mode 
for reducing power at said apparatus. 

wherein said second process generates said inquiry in a case where said first 
switching means switches to said first low power consumption mode and said second 
switching means switches to said first state mode, and does not create said inquiry in a case 
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where said first switching means switches to said first low power consumption mode and 
said second switching means switches to said second state mode . 

10. (Cancelled) 

1L (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 9, further 

comprising: 

judging means forjudging whether switching by said -first second switching 
means is performed in response to switching by said s econd first switching means, 

wherein said process switching means switches between the first and second 
processes in accordance with a judgement by said judging means. 

12, (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an apparatus having a 
communication function, comprising: 

a first switching step of switching between first and second stand-by 
communication modes in a stand-by state for the communication function : and 

a second switching step of switching between first and second 
communicati o n state modes f o r the communi ca t i on function, of the apparatus in 
accordance with the switching by said first switching step: 

a returning step of responding to an inquiry about a state of the apparatus 
from another apparatus to be connected bv the communication function: 

an execution step of executing a first process of notifying the inquiry from 
the anot her apparatus to said returning step, and a second process of generating an inquiry 
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about the state of the apparatus in place of the another apparatus, and notifying the 
generated inquiry to the returning step: and 

a process switching step of switching between the first process and the 
second process in accordance with the switching of the communication mode by the first 
switching step 

whe r ein switching by said first switching 6tcp and switching by said sec on d 
switching step ai ' c pcifuimed in cooperati on with each othe r. 

13. (Currently Amended) A storage medium storing a program for 
controlling an apparatus having a comnmnication function, the program comprising: 

a first switching step of switching between first and second s t and-by 
communication modes in a ^land-by state for the co mmunic ation function: and 

a second switching step of switching between first and second 
communicati o n state modes fen the c o mmunication function, of the apparatus in 
accordance with the switching of the first switching step: 

a returning step of responding to an inquiry about a state of the apparatus 
from another apparatus to be connected bv the communication function; 

an execution step of executing a first process of notifying the inquiry from 
the another apparatus to said returning step, and a second process of generating an inquiry 
about the state of the apparatus in place of the another apparatus, and notifying the 
generated inquiry to the returning step: and 

aprocess switching step of switching between the first process and the 
second process in accordance with the switching of the communication mode bv the first 
switching step 
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wherein switching by said fi rs t switching $t e p and switching by said second 
switching step aie performed iu co o peration with each o flici . 
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